February 21, 2007

Senator Sheila Kuehl

State Capitol, Room 5108

Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 324-4823 fax

Dear Senator Kuehl,


I am writing to support SB 353 (Kuehl).  This bill increases protection for domestic violence victims by allowing both criminal courts and family courts to include animals in a domestic violence protective order.

Victims of domestic violence have overwhelmingly reported that their pets are being threatened, harmed or killed by their abuser as an aspect of the abuse perpetrated against them.  Perpetrators often abuse animals in order to intimidate, harass or silence their human victims.  As a result, domestic violence victims report delaying the decision to go to a shelter or to pursue other safety measures out of concern for the pet they would leave behind.  University studies, coupled with surveys of domestic violence shelters and animal welfare organizations, show that abusers often threaten, injure or kill pets as a way of controlling others in the family.  

SB 353 will increase protections for domestic violence victims by explicitly allowing criminal and family courts to include animals in domestic violence restraining orders.  This legislation will prevent abusers from harming or threatening to harm animals in order to exert power and control over their human victims.  

Sincerely,

