Our Mission-- Key Points Barry Goldwater-- Acceptance speech RNC 1964

I seek an American proud of its past, proud of its ways, proud of its dreams, and determined actively to
proclaim them. But our example to the world must, like charity, begin at home. In our vision of a good
and decent future, free and peaceful, there must be room for deliberation of the energy and talent of the
individual - otherwise our vision is blind at the outset.

We must assure a society here which, while never abandoning the needy or forsaking the helpless,
nurtures incentives and opportunity for the creative and the productive. We must know the whole good
is the product of many single contributions. I cherish a day when our children once again will restore as
heroes the sort of men and women who - unafraid and undaunted - pursue the truth, strive to cure
disease, subdue and make fruitful our natural environment and produce the inventive engines of
production, science, and technology.

This Nation, whose creative people have enhanced this entire span of history, should again thrive upon
the greatness of all those things which we, as individual citizens, can and should do. During Republican
years, this again will be a nation of men and women, of families proud of their role, jealous of their
responsibilities, unlimited in their aspirations - a Nation where all who can will be self-reliant.

We Republicans see in our constitutional form of government the great framework which assures the
orderly but dynamic fulfillment of the whole man, and we see the whole man as the great reason for
instituting orderly government in the first place.

We see, in private property and in economy based upon and fostering private property, the one way to
make government a durable ally of the whole man, rather than his determined enemy. We see in the
sanctity of private property the only durable foundation for constitutional government in a free society.
And beyond that, we see, in cherished diversity of ways, diversity of thoughts, of motives and
accomplishments. We do not seek to lead anyone's life for him - we seek only to secure his rights and to
guarantee him opportunity to strive, with government performing only those needed and
constitutionally sanctioned tasks which cannot otherwise be performed.

We Republicans seek a government that attends to its inherent responsibilities of maintaining a stable
monetary and fiscal climate, encouraging a free and a competitive economy and enforcing law and
order. Thus do we seek inventiveness, diversity, and creativity within a stable order, for we Republicans
define government's role where needed at many, many levels, preferably through the one closest to the
people involved.

Our towns and our cities, then our counties, then our states, then our regional contacts - and only then,
the national government. That, let me remind you, is the ladder of liberty, built by decentralized power.
On it also we must have balance between the branches of government at every level. Balance, diversity,
creativity - these are the elements of Republican equation. Republicans agree, Republicans agree
heartily to disagree on many, many of their applications, but we have never disagreed on the basic
fundamental issues of why you and I are Republicans.

I would remind you that extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. And let me remind you also that
moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. The beauty of the very system we Republicans are
pledged to restore and revitalize, the beauty of this Federal system of ours is in its reconciliation of
diversity with unity. We must not see malice in honest differences of opinion, and no matter how great,
so long as they are not inconsistent with the pledges we have given to each other in and through our
Constitution. Our Republican cause is not to level out the world or make its people conform in
computer regimented sameness. Our Republican cause is to free our people and light the way for
liberty throughout the world.



